
Information
Bulletin   US Army Corps

   of Engineers
   Engineer Research and
   Development Center Topographic Engineering Center

U.S. Army 1999 Research & Development
Organization of the Year

November 24, 1999

O F F I C I A L

Conference Room Construction Alert

Beginning 14 December 1999 the construction work will begin on Conference Rooms 1, 2, & 3.  This work
should take 1-2 weeks.  During this time there will be NO access to these rooms for any meetings or
gatherings.  A great deal of the work will be occurring overhead and will make the area unsafe for visitors.
When complete TEC will have an assembly area capable of holding most of our family.  This should eliminate
the need to go off site for large meetings or town hall meetings.  Conference Room One will retain the same
security classification level as before.

Travel Item of Interest

The responsible Travel Specialist signing travel orders in CEFMS 29 Nov- 3 Dec is Terri Norman at the
Champaign site.  If it is necessary to contact Ms. Norman you may do so by calling, 217-373-6708 or e-
mail, terri.norman@usace.army.mil.

Eagle Vision II Pictures on ASPO Web Site

Pictures taken during the Eagle Vision II ribbon cutting can be viewed on the Army Space Programs Office
web site at http://aspo.army.mil/.  This is also an excellent place to find out more about one of ERDC/TEC's
largest customers and the programs and systems fielded by ASPO to the warfighter.

TSP Open Season

Federal employees have until January 31, 2000 to change the amount of allocation of their Thrift Savings
Plan accounts. The current TSP open season began November 15.  Meanwhile, TSP participant statements
should be mailed by the end of November.

FEHBP Open Season is Here, With a Feature to Help Employees Choose Best Plan

Open season for the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) began on November 8th, and
runs until December 13th.  Open season allows current enrollees to change their health plans, and gives
non-enrolled employees the ability to select a plan.  This year, a feature called PlanSmartChoice was
unveiled.  PlanSmartChoice is an interactive tool that asks users to identify benefits they most desire in a
health plan.  It weighs cost considerations, including co-payments, deductibles, and premiums, and gives
the user a list of health plans meeting their stated criteria.  You can use PlanSmartChoice by going to
OPM’s website at http://www.opm.gov/insure.

http://aspo.army.mil/
http://www.opm.gov/insure


Calendar of Events

25 Nov Holiday (Nov 26 is also a training holiday for military personnel)
29 Nov Peer Review for SBIR Topics, CR 1, 0900-1100. POC:  Susan Nichols.
  6 Dec Visit by Canadian delegation.  POC:  MAJ Garcia
16 Dec TEC Holiday Party – Cruise on Spirit of Washington
17 Dec Blood Drive, 0800-1400 – Casey Bldg, room 143

Arrivals/Departures/Vacancies

Arrivals:
Name                             Organization   Date
Caroline D’Aguiar FDD             12-05-99

      (Intelligence Specialist)

Departures:
Ebersole, Kathy GID 12-04-99, to ASPO - promotion

 Open Announcements:
None

   
WILLIAM E. ROPER, Ph.D., PE
Director

BOBBIE F. KERNS, JR.
Deputy Director Laboratory Management



Chief of Engineers Holiday Message

During the holidays, people look back and reflect on the lessons of the previous year.  But this should
be a time to look forward as well!  Although the next century and next millennium doesn’t really start until
2001, we will all celebrate the turning point when 1999 rolls over to 2000.  So this is a good time to look to the
future.

The Corps is changing and growing, and we’re more ready than ever to meet the challenges of a new
millennium.  Response 2000 received its first real-world tests this year and came through with flying colors.
During Hurricane Georges the Corps provided ice, water, roofing, debris removal, and emergency power
throughout Puerto Rico.  During Hurricane Floyd, we assisted in damage surveys, controlled floodwaters with
our reservoirs, supplied emergency ice and water and temporary housing, and managed sandbagging
operations.  The Corps also provided vital damage survey and clean-up work in Oklahoma after the tornado in
May.

New concepts like Divisions as Business Centers and One Door to the Corps ensure that outside agencies
will continued to consider us the “Engineer Team of Choice.”  This past year, other agencies have sought our
expertise in growing numbers.  To name just a few, Jacksonville District was an important part of the effort to
write the Central and South Florida Comprehensive Review Study which will restore the Florida Everglades.
The U.S. Agency for International Development requested Transatlantic Programs Center’s help to repair
damage after the terrorist bombing of the American embassy in Nairobi.  After a gas pipeline explosion in St.
Cloud, Minn., the Minnesota Department of Safety turned to St. Paul District for technical expertise.  When a
ski-equipped C-130 fell into a crevasse in the Antarctic, the National Science Foundation called on the Cold
Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory to find crevasse-free taxiways and work areas to free the
aircraft.

Our first and most important mission of supporting the Army also continues to flourish.  From
replacing flood-damaged buildings in Korea, to building SEAhuts in Kosovo, to managing a quarter-billion
dollars in projects at Fort Benning, Ga., the Corps is making a difference in the Army.   At bases throughout
the world, soldiers and airmen and their families have brand-new or renovated homes, barracks, schools, and
other quality-of-life facilities.  And innovations like the Installation Support Forward program, re-engineering
Military Programs, the Theater Construction Management System, and tele-engineering will ensure that the
Corps is firmly embedded in the Army and that we will continue to carry out our most important mission.

But what gives me the most faith in our future is our people.  There has been no shortage of Corps
volunteers to serve in austere conditions in Kosovo and Albania.  I’m never prouder than when I hear people
like Clint Anuszewski from Baltimore District say, “We at USACE believe in a totally integrated Army, with
soldiers and civilians working side-by-side.  As civilians, we’re looking to fit in and be in the trenches with the
Army.  I’ll move out of the tent when the soldiers are out of tents.”  After the tornado in Oklahoma, Corps
workers collected personal items they found and took steps to return them to their owners.  Corps people like
Mike Rosales and Matt Burg in Little Rock District unhesitatingly risked their lives to rescue a mother and her
baby from a flaming wreck.  John Lindermann of the Transatlantic Programs Center is helping build a fissile
storage facility in Russia.  He and other folks from TAC have joined with people from Bechtel National Inc. to
support a Russian orphanage near the project site.  With people like these in the Corps of Engineers, I know
our future is in good hands.

I am proud of the Corps of Engineers and how far we have come during my time as Chief of Engineers.
I look forward with anticipation (and no fear at all) to the challenges of the New Year, and the new century,
and the new millennium.

The Corps family wishes you a safe and joyous holiday season, and a happy, exciting New Year.

/s/
JOE N. BALLARD
Lieutenant General, USA
Commanding
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